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NOTE.—In the following Systematic lost, the Birds of Tasmania are 

divided into 1*2 Orders. The object has been to supply workers in Ornithology 
with an idea as to the proper classification of our birds, prior to the issue of a 

t is hoped will be published next year. By the 
“proper” must be understood a classification that will group together 
such families as are manifestly allied to one another, and place them in that 
sequence which is the natural outcome of the affinities of the o-enera of one 

we are, it is true, gaps to be found in most 
of the great recognised Orders which are difficult to bridge over : but, as a rule, 

' ' ~ 1 7 

members of one family (or sub-family) are found, by reason of their anatomy 
or their habits, to grade into one another iu such a manner as to enable the 
systematist to group them in a, natural sequence. 


.g as me 


erences of opinion as to the 
right classification of birds ; and therefore the best course to be followed by 


» O' 


mt of 


a of a 


j \ 


“region” like that of 




Tasmania is to adopt such a system as will work easily, provided the claims of 

with the affinities demonstrated by 


habit, are not ignored. 


The 


some sli 


followed in this last is that adopted in the Birds of Ceylon 
modifications. The Accipitrcs (Hawks) are placed first, and 


arrots 
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bill and fleshy cere at the base of the upper mandible. After these follow the 
Picarian birds, with a double notch in the posterior margin of the sternum or 
breast-bone : and the separation ot the birds of this group hotn the gieat 
Passerine Order, together with the subdivision of the latter into the Sections 
proposed by Whllace, based on wing-structure, constitute the chief differences 
from the classification in Gould’s works, with which Tasmanian students will 
no doubt be familiar. After the Columlm (Pigeons) and Gallium (Scratches 
or Game Birds) come the Coots and Water-hens, &c., which I have kept 
distinct, as the Order Fulicarice , from the Or a lice (Shore-birds). This order, 
recognised hy some naturalists and not by others, I take to he a good one, 
inasmuch as the Coots are entirely distinct from the shore-birds in their habits 
and eggs, although their young are like those of the latter Order Autophagous . 
The Petrels are placed with the Gulls and Terns in one Order, Gama, and not 
separated as Tubinares , although it must be admitted that the nidification and 
eggs of the Petrels are very distinct from those of the Gulls. In their oceanic 
habits, however, they grade into the the Terns somewhat, through the 

“ Noddies.” 

There has been an unnecessary separation of genera in many families of 
Australian birds. There is nothing more perplexing to the young student 
than this, and I have, in cases where there are no differences of external 
structure, discarded many such genera. It has been found necessary, however, 
to separate the so-called Great Acanthiza as a new genus Acmithorms 
wide!) will appear in a paper on Tasmanian Birds in The Ibis for 1837. 

The specific names are in some cases different from those in Gould, owing 
to the researches of modern authors having resulted in tracing out older (and 
eonseauentlv more correct! names than those employed by that naturalist. The 

Z L &m to fl» OttMtawM **. by Hr. Stare in J* *. relume 

oft,he Catalogue of Birds is owing to the specific name, Multicolor, having 
been originally applied by ftmelin to the Norfolk Island Robin, and therefore 
a new name had to be found for and bestowed on the Australian and Tasmanian 
bird. Geocichla maerarhynchrt; I am inclined to think, is a doubtful species ; 
It can only rank in any case as a sub-species, if it be distinct trom G. luniclata, 
the Australian Thrush. With the paucity of data which exists concerning the 
Petrels, I have not thought it advisable to subdivide this neglected family at 
present! I have likewise thought it better to keep the blue and white Reef 


? 

















237 



at* 


ACCXPXTEUBS. 



am. 

Accipitrin m, 


Subfam. 

Aquilinje, 


Subfam. 

Falconing. 


Suborder Falcones. 

Family FALCON IDiE—(11 species) 
f Circus appro xi mans, Bonap, 

Circus assimilis, Jard. Sf Selby . 

^ Astur Novae Hollandiai, Grrnlin. 
Astur approximans. Vigors 8f 
Horsf, 

Accipiter cirrhocephalus, Yieillot. 

fUroaetus audax, Latham, 

< Halisetus leucogaster, Gmelin, 

i 

f Falco melanogenys, Gould. 


Allied Harrier 
(Swam p-haw k). 
Jardines Harrier. 
White Goshawk. 
Australian Gos¬ 
hawk. 

Sparrow-hawk. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
Grey-backed Sea 
Eagle. 


Black-cheeked Fal- 

1 con. 

J Falco lunulatus, Latham . Australian Hobby. 

Hieracidea Orientalis, ScklegeL Brown Hawk. 
Cerchneis cenchroides, Vig. Sf Australian Kestrel. 
Horsf. 


Suborder 3 ?and!ones. 


Pandion leueocephalus, Gould* Australian Osprey. 


Subfam. 

Buuonin^. 


Suborder Strides. 

Family BUBONID M —(2 species). 

j Ninox boobook, Latham . Brown Hawk-owl. 

£ Ninox maculata, Vig. Sf Horsf. Spotted Hawk-owl, 


Family STRIGID.ZE—(1 species). 
Strix castanops, Gould. 


Tasmanian Barn 
owl. 


Order PSXTTACX 


Family PSITTAOIfiJE?—(8 species). 








(Tiv nr 



Subfam. 

CAMPTOLOPHlNiH 


A 


». UVJIA-M Uj'M 

| Calyptorynchus xanthonotus, 



j tii 


I Calloqephalon galeatum, Latham 


White Cockatoo. 
Black Cockatoo. 

Gang-gang Cocka¬ 
too, 






































am. 

Platycebciios* 


1 


Platyeercus flaviven tris, Tem 
minch. 

1 } .1 aty cere ii s (3 x i m ins, $hat 0 . 
Euphema venusta, Teniminck. 

Euphema chrysogastra, Latham. 


(Pezoporus formosus, Latham. 


Yell ow~b( illiecl 1 > nr- 
rakeet. 

Rosehill Parrakeet. 
Blue-banded Grass 
Parrakeet. 

()range-bellied Grass 
l ’arrakeet. 

< * round Parrakeet. 


Family TRICHOGLOSSIDiE—(4 species). 


r Lathamus discolor, Shaw . 


Subfam. 

Tin CHOGLOSSI NiF. ^ 


Gmelin . 

Trichojylossus concinnus, Slum . 


Swift Lorikeet. 

Trichogdossus, Novae Holland®j Blue-bellied Lori¬ 
keet. 

M usk Lorikeet. 
Little Lorikeet. 


X 

tTlichogiossus pusillus, Ska 


Sj nnaw. 



am. 
CuCTJLINiE, 



Order 



XCARXJE 


HI 


Family CUCULIDtE—( 5 species). 

f ('uc ulus pall id us, Latham. 

| Cue ulus flabelliformis, Latham , 

4 Ouculus plagosus, LMth. 

I Cuculus basalis* Hors field. 

1 


Phjenioophainjk. | ^cythiops Novae Hollandise, Lath. c lu .k 00 


Pallid Cuckoo. 

F ant a i h a 1 Cuckoo. 
Bronze Cuckoo. 
Narrow-billed 
Bronze Cuckoo. 

Channel-bill 



Halcyoninj;. 


F am i 1 y A LCE D INI DTK—(2 s pecies). 

I Halcyon sanetus, Vi//. Sf Horsf. Sacred Kingfisher 



am. 


) 


i T mvnrvi^ I' Anyone Diemenensis, Gould. 

ALGEBININJE, ) J * 


Tasmanian 

fisher. 


King- 


Family CYPSELIBJE:—(1 species). 
Acantbyllis caudaeuta, Lath. 


Spine-tailed Swift 


Subfam. 


Family CAPRIMLILGIB^E—(2 species). 
> Podarsr 


G.EATOKKiN-as. i ' UUB, « us Cuvien > Y{, j- Sc Horsf Morv-pork. 


ri 



CAPRiMULGiNit:. < -d^gotheles-Nova; Hollandise, Lath* Crested Night Jar. 
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Order 



Sul)tarn. 
CORVINJE. 


Section A. Thmsh-like Passeres 

(10 primaries , 1st small.) 


Family CORVIDAE—(4 species). 

Corvus coronoides, Vig. Sp Horsf. 
Cor one Australis, Gould. 

Strepera fuliginosa, Gould . 
Strepera arguta, Gould. 


Australian Raven. 
White - eyed Cr o w. 
Black Magpie. 
Hill Magpie. 


Family CAMPOPHAGIDiE~(l species). 

Graucalus parvirostris, Gould . Summer-bird. 


Family PRIONOPIDHS—(1 species). 

Coll v riocinela rectirostris, Jard. $ Whistling Shrike- 

Thrush. 



Subfam. 

G YMN 011 HININ 2 E, 


Family LAN11 DAE—(5 species). 

f Gymnorhina hyperleuca, Gould. Magpie. 
< Cracticus eincreus, Goidcl. Butcher- 


L 


ass.) 


bird (Jack 


Subfam. 

I > A03 r Y OB FIT A LINiE. 1 


J 


l 


Pachycepliala olivaeea, Via. & 

ITorsf. 

Pachycepliala gutturalis, Lath. 
Pachycophala glaucura, Gould. 


Olivaceous Thick- 



■a 


Yellow-breasted 

Thickhead. 

< Hey-tailed Thick- 
head. 


1 3 



M US CIO APINGS 


w 



n m 


SaXICOLIIFJE; 


Family MUSCJCAPIDAE 



pecies) 


f Rhipidura si 
Myiagra rul 
iagra 


t 






•ata, Sharpe 
cula, Lath. 
a, Gould. 


Tasmanian Fantail. 
Leaden Flycatcher. 
Sinning Flycatcher. 


1 


*Petreeca Leggii, Sharpe. 

Pet rmm Flueni.ct \ t, Go11 hL 

Petrmca Rhodinogaster, Drapier. 


Scar 




breasted 


Flame-breasted 

Robin. 

Pink-breasted 

Robin. 


Petraeca vittata, Quay et Gairnard. Dusky Robin. 
Maiurus Gouldi, Sharpe. 



g-ta 




(Blue Wren) 


*- s! 


See Note. 


oi 
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Subfam. 
TuitDIN M* 


Subfam. 

Sylviinje. 

Subfam. 

E PHTH IAN U RIM. 


Family T'URDIDiE—(3 species). 
| G < jo cickla macrorhync 1 j a, Gould. 


Ground T brush. 



\ E pbtI sianura alI >i Irons, Jard. Sr White-fronted Chat. 
i 1 Selby. 


Family TIMELI ) A 1—(8 species) 


Subfam. 

CuATERPQDINiE. 

Subfam. 

Timaliinje. 


| Cinclosoma punctatum, Lath. The Ground Bird 
’ (Ground Dove). 

} Calamanthus fuliginosus, Vig. Sf Bush Warbler. 

S Ho rsf. 


Subfam. $ Megalurus gramineus, Gould. 

Brachpyterinje. ( Stipiturus rnalachurus, Shaw. 


Grass Bird. 
Emu Wren. 


Subfam. 

AoANTIIIZINiG. 


tT 


Sericornis humilis, Gould. 

* Aeanthornis magna, Gould . 

A canthiza J )i emenensis. Gould. 
Acanthiza chrysorrhcea, Q. Sf G. 


Sombre Bush Tit. 
White-breastedBush 

Tit. 

Brown Tail. 

Yellow Tail. 


Family MELIPHAGIDYE—(10 species). 

Acanthorynchus tenuirostris, Spine Bill. 



j i 11 ■ 



Ji.iji, / f.. 


MELIPHAGINiE. -{ 


Melithreptus valid irostris, Gould. Strong-billed Honey- 

eater. 

M elithreptus melanocephal us, Blac k-headed 

Gould. 11 oney-e ater. 

Glycyphila fulviirons, Lewin . Fid vous-fronted 

Honey-eater. 

Ptilotis flavigula, Gould. Yellow-throated 

Honey-eater. 

Meliornis Novae Hollandi% Lath. NewHollandHoney 

eater. 

Meliornis Australasiana, Shaw. 


Manorhina garrula, Lath. 

Acanthochsera inauris, Goidd. 
Acanthoehoera mellivora* Lath . 

v * 

* See Note. 


T asn lanian i loney- 

eater. 

(larrulous Honey- 
eater (Miner). 

W attle-bird. 

Brush Wattle-bird. 
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Section B. 


Swallow-like Fasseres. 

( 9 Primaries), 

Family ZOSTEROPIDiE—(1 species). 


Zoster ops camulescens, Lath . 


White-eye. 


Family DTC/FI DTE—(3 species). 

Pardalotus punctatus, Shaw and Diamond Bird. 
N odder. 

Pardalotus affinis, Gould. 


Pardalotus quadragintus, Gould. 


Allied Diamond 



Forty-spotted Dia¬ 
mond Bird. 


Family HIRUNDINIDiE—(2 species) 





Subfam. S Hirundo neoxena, 

Hiritndininje. ( Petrochelidon nigricans, 





■' • 


Australian Swallow 
Tree Swallow. 


Subfam. 

FRINGILLINiE. 


Family FRINGTLLID^. 
Estrelda bella, Lath. 


Fire-tailed Finch 


Family MOTACILLIDZE-(l species). 

Anthus Australis, ! r ig. 8f Horsf. Australian Pipit. 


Section B. 

Starling-like Passeres. 

(10 Primaries , 1 st rudimentary.) 


Family ARTAMID2E—(l species). 

Artamus sordidus, Lath. Wood Swallow. 

Order COLUMBJE. 

Family GOURIDZE — (2 species). 

Phaps calcoptera, Latham. Bronze-wing. 

Phaps elegans, Temminch. Brush Bronze-wing, 

Family TRERONIDZE—(2 species). 

Lamprotreron super bus, Temm . SuperbFruit Pigeon. 

Lopholaimus antarcticus, Shaw ♦ Topknot Pigeon. 

i 
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Order GAXLXNiE. 


Family TETRAONIDiE—(3 species). 


Coturnix 
Syndic us Diemenensis, Gould. 


lectoralis, Gould. 


Stubble Quail. 



b J VV i 



ny.u 4.41 



, j yrioieus 
*1 



,i3X vc 



* 


Brown Quail. 


Family TURNICIDJE—(1 species) 
Turnix van*us, Latham , 



AJ'.O 



Order PlIIICARLEl. 

Family RALLIDiE—(8 species). 

Porphyrio cyanocephalus, Vieillot. Blue Coat. 

Tribonyx Gotildi, Selater. Native Hen. 

Fulica Australis, Gould. Australian Coot. 

Hypotoenidia pectoral is, Cuvier. Pectoral Rail. 

T1 ypotcenklia bra ehypus, Swainson . Short-toed Rail. 
Porzana fiuminea, Gould. Spotted Crake. 

Porzana palustris, Gould. Little Crake. 

Porzana tabuensis, Gmelin. Red-backed Crake 


Order GRALLJE. 


Family SCOLOPACID^E—(9 species). 


(ial linage Australis, Latham. 
Lirnosa uropygialis, Gould. 

Tringa subarquata, Guldenot. 
T r i n ga ac uni i 11 ata, IIorsf. 
Tringa ruficollis, Pallas. 
Strepsilas interpres, Linn. 
Numerous cyanopus, Vieillot. 
Numenius Phseopus, Linn. 



Himantopodinje. 


f Himantopus leucoccpln 
< Him an to pus pectoral is, 

i 1 ' if J. 


Australian Snipe. 
B ar red -rump ed 



G 

Curlew Stint. 
Marsh Stint. 
Red-breasted Stint. 
The Turnstone. 
Australian Curlew. 
The Whimbrel, 


Family CHARADRIIDiE—(10 species). 


ilus, Gould. Australian Stilt 
Dulms. Banded Stilt. 


Recurvi rostra rubrioollis, Tamm. Red-necked Avocet. 


Sitbfam. 

ChARADEIIN^. 


J 


' 


Squatarola Helvetica, Linn. 

Charadri i is fi d vus, (hnelin . 
Kgialitis bicincta, Jard. Sf Selby, 

AEcfialitii monacha, Geoffrey. 

iEgialitis ruficapilla, Temm, 


Grey Plover. 




er 


Double-banded Sand 
Plover. 



i 



L7tl 1 


Red-capped 

Plover. 



b 































Sub fain. 

VANELLINili. 


Lobivanellus lobatus, Latham. Wattled Plover. 
Saroiophorus pectoralis, Waller. Blaek-breasted 

Plover. 


Family HBMATOPODIDiE—2 species. 

Haematopus longirostris, VieilL White-breasted 

Oyster Catcher. 

Hsema-topus unicolor, Wagler . Sooty Oyster 

Catcher. 


Order G2LVX.B. 


Subfam. 

Sternin^. 


Family LARIDAS—(8 species). 


f Sterna caspia, Pallas . 
j Sterna poliocerca, Gould . 
I Sterna frontalis, Gray. 
j Sterna nereis, Gould . 


Caspian Tern. 
Bass’s Straits Tern. 
Black-billed Tern. 
Australian Little 
Tern. 


Subfam. 

Larin m. 

Subfam. 

Stercorariinjs. 


Larus pacific us, Latham . 

Larus Novae Hollands, Stephens . 

Stereo rari us Antareticus, Lesson . 
Stercorarius erepidatus, Gindin* 


Pacific Gull. 

Little Gull. 

Antarctic Skua. 
Richardson’s Skua. 


Family PROCELLAR ID AS—(28 species). 


Diomedea exulans, Linn . 

Diomedea cauta, Gould . 
Diomedea culminata, Gould . 

Diomedea chlororhyncha, Juaih . 

Diomedea melanophrys, Temm. 

Diomedea fuliginosa, Gmelin , 
Ossifraga gigantea, Gmelin , 
Majaqueus equinoctialis, Linn . 
Adamastor cinereus, Gmelin . 
Pterodroma macroptera, Smith . 
Pterodroma atlantica, Goidd. 
Pterodroma Solandrij Gould . 
CEstrelata Lessoni, Garw. 

CEstrelata leucoptera, Gould . 

Haloboena ccerulea, Gmelin . i 

Puffinus brevicaudus, Brandt , 
Fulmarus glacialoides, Smith* 
Daption capensis, Zmtt. 


Wandering Alba¬ 
tross. 

Shy Albatross. 
Broad-billed Alba¬ 
tross. 

Green-billed Alba¬ 
tross. 

Black-eyebrowed 

Albatross. 

Sooty Albatross. 
Giant Petrel. 
Spectacled Petrel. 
Great Grey Petrel. 
Long-winged Petrel. 
Atlantic Petrel. 
Solander’s Petrel. 
White-headed 
Petrel. 

White-winged 
Petrel. 

Blue Petrel. 
Short-tailed Petrel. 
Silver-grey Petrel* 
Cape Pigeon* 
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Sub fam. 

CYGNINiE. 


Subfam. 

Axsebinje, 


Subfam. 


Prion turtur, Banks. 

Prion ariel, Gould. 

Prion Banksi, Smith. 

Prion vittatus, Illiger ♦ 
Procellaria nereis, Gould. 

Procellaria meianogastra, Gould . 

Procellaria gral !aria, Vieill. 

•Procellaria fregata, Linn. 

Oceanites oceanica, KuhL 

Halodroma umatrix, Lath. 


Dove-like Prion. 
Fairy Prion. 

Banks’ Prion. 
Broad-billed Prion. 
Grey-backed Storm 
Petrel. 

Black-bellied Storm 
Petrel. 

White-bellied Storm 
Petrel. 

White-faced Storm 
Petrel. 

Y ellow-footed Storm 
Petrel. 

Diving Petrel. 


Order STBOANOFOBES. 

Family P ELEC A NID M —(5 species). 

Sula serrator, Banks. Australian Gannet. 

Phalaerocorax carbo, Linn . Common Cormo¬ 

rant. 

Phalacrocorax leucogaster, Gould.. White-breasted Cor¬ 
morant. 

Phalaerocorax melanoleucos, Little Cormorant. 

Vieill. 

Pelecanus conspicillatus, Team.. Australian Pelican. 


Order ANSERES. 


Family ANATIDiE—(12 species). 
> Cygnus atratus, Lath. 


I 

Black Swan. 


f Cereopsis Novae Hollandiae, Lath. Cape Barren Goose, 
J Bernida jubata, Lath. Maned Goose. 

** Dendrocycna Eytoni, Gould. Eyton’s Tree Duck, 
^Tadorna tadornoides, Jard.fy Selby. Ruddy Sheldrake. 


" Stictonetta ne vosa, Gould. 
Anas superciliosa, Gmelin. 
Anas eastanea, Eyton. 


Freckled Duck, 
Wild Duck. 
Chestnut-breasted 


Duck, 

Spatula rhynchotis, Lath. AustralianShoveller 

Malacorhynchus membranaceus, Membranaceous 
Swains. Duck. 

* A (lttad 1886 by Mr. E. Atkinson* to our list. 
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Subfam. 

FuiIGULINiE. 

Subfam. 

ERISMATILRIN^:. 


> Fuligula Australis, Gould. 

> Biziura lobata, Shaw. 


White-eyed Duck* 


Musk Duck, 


Order HEROD I ONES. 


Family ARDEIDiE —(5 species). 


Ardea Pacifica, Lath . 

Ardea Novae Hollandae, Lath. 

*’ Ardea sacra, Gmelin. 

Herodias alba, Linn . 
Nycticorax Caledonicus, Lath. 

Botaurus poicilopteru-s, Wagler. 


Pacific Heron. 
White-fronted Heron, 
The Reef Heron. 
White Egret. 
Australian Night 
Heron. 

Australian Bittern. 


Order PYGOFODES. 


Family PODICIPIDiE—(3 species). 

Podiceps Australis, Gould. Australian Grebe. 

Podiceps Nestor, Gould. Hoary-headed 

Grebe. 

Podiceps Novse Hollandise. Australian Little 

Grebe. 


Order IMFEVNES. 


Family SPHENISCIDiE—(3 species). 


Catarractes chrysocome, Lath. 
Eudyptula minor, Forster. 
Eudyptula undma, Gould. 


Crested Penguin. 
Little Penguin. 
Fairy Penguin. 


* $ee Note* 




















